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What Plainedge Public Library
stands for:

OUR MISSION FOR LIBRARY SERVICE

e To strengthen our community through the discovery of
ideas, the joy of reading, and the power of information.

OUR VISION FOR PLAINEDGE

* We strive to create a solid foundation towards building an

involved, informed and educated community.

e ACCESS
o Holding the key to accessing information, knowledge, and
services for all people in the community

e INCLUSION
o Welcoming everyone by providing equal opportunity and
access to all services and information

 KNOWLEDGE
o Using the facts and information gained through education
and experience to make a positive impact on the world




The promise of libraries:

“LIBRARIES HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO SPAN BOUNDARIES BY BRINGING
PEOPLE AND GROUPS TOGETHER ACROSS DIVIDING LINES AND HELPING TO
ADDRESS COMMON CHALLENGES IN A WAY THAT STRENGTHENS THE CIVIC
AND SOCIAL FABRIC OF OUR COMMUNITIES.” - RICHARD HARWOOD

The modern public library offers an incredible array of services. Some are
familiar - collections that satisfy people’s curiosity and facilitate self-directed
learning for all ages, information assistance, and support for the development of
media literacy and critical thinking skills.

Others may surprise you - libraries collaborate with local organizations that seek
to strengthen the community and connect people who need specialized
assistance with the best resources and services both in and outside of the
building. Library staff are information and enrichment experts who continually
strive to provide their communities with the most effective services at the
very best value.

In the next three years, Plainedge Public Library will focus on strengthening these
specific areas of service:

« DIGITAL AND VIRTUAL SPACES
o Helping people of all ages develop a sense of competence and
confidence as they delve into modern technologies

« ADVOCACY, AWARENESS, AND MARKETING
o Communicating with current and future patrons and stakeholders to
foster a deep understanding of how they may take full advantage of
library services

o« CLASSES, EVENTS, AND PROGRAMS
o Providing a wide range of high-quality educational and enrichment
opportunities that allow people to explore their interests and discover
new passions



Our Commitment to Action:

PROVIDE SERVICES AND EXPERIENCES THAT
IMPROVE PEOPLE’S LIVES

e Offer leading-edge virtual and digital resources, programs, and
services

e Leverage publicity efforts to advertise services and connect with
partner agencies

* Provide opportunities for the community to gather and connect
across areas of shared interest

BUILD AN AFFIRMING ENVIRONMENT FULL OF
OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL

e Address the digital divide by leveling the technological playing
field

e Use data-driven decision-making to adjust offerings and better
serve the full scope of the community

e Deliver diverse and varied programs for all audiences

SPARK A PASSION FOR IDEAS WITHIN OUR
COMMUNITY

e Excite residents of all ages about the increasingly digital and
virtual future

* Promote a deeper awareness of contemporary library services

e Facilitate conversation around core concerns of the modern
world, with a focus on sustainability and stewardship



Our Message:

The Library is a cornerstone of our community,

offering education and inspiration to patrons of

all ages. The Board of Trustees, Administration
and staff of the Plainedge Public Library are
committed to making our community a
stronger, more vibrant place by serving as a
place where members of the community can
come to learn, explore and socialize. A wide

variety of resources and services allow patrons

to see all that the world has to offer and
exchange ideas with one another.

(Signed: Library Director)

Our Process:

From June through November 2022, our planning
team worked with a facilitator from the Nassau
Library System to consider how the library could
meet the specific and evolving needs of the
Plainedge community. After receiving feedback
from stakeholders and community members, the
Board of Trustees set a slate of strategic priorities
and the library staff defined the core values they
believe best represent their work. This became the
basis for the goals and objectives described in this
document. This plan of service was approved by
the Plainedge Library Board of Trustees on May 22,
2024 and will be effective from January 2023
through December 2026.
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