
 

 

 

 

 

CHILD SAFETY POLICY 
 

Adopted by the Board of Trustees November 18, 2024 

 

Purpose and Goals 

Serving children is one of the vital roles of the Plainedge Public Library. Children and their 

families are encouraged to take advantage of the opportunities the Library provides for reading, 

learning, and growing to the fullest. The safety and wellbeing of all ages and an atmosphere 

conducive to Library use are priorities. Many programs are offered for the purpose of making the 

Library enticing to children, to help them enjoy their visits and to develop a love of books, 

reading and learning. 

 

 

The safety of children who are left alone at the Library can be a serious problem and it is not the 

function of the Library to serve as a care center for unattended children. Parents and guardians 

are responsible for the behavior and supervision of their children while in the Plainedge Public 

Library, or on Library property. Library staff will not be responsible for children who have been 

left without supervision. 

• Children aged 10 years and younger must be supervised by a responsible parent, guardian, 

caregiver, or mature adolescent aged 14 years or older. 

• Children, age 11 years or older may use the Library unattended for a reasonable period of time, 

provided they are able to maintain proper behavior. 

Children will be expected to follow the rules of conduct as outlined in the Policy Concerning Proper 

Conduct in the Library. We expect parents, guardians, and care givers to understand and explain the 

Library’s rules to their children. These rules and policies have been developed to safeguard Library 

patrons and staff and ensure fairness for all Library users. Library staff will intervene, and 

if necessary, contact parents, guardians, and/or law enforcement if children behave inappropriately. Any 

patrons violating any Library policy may be asked to leave, or may lose Library privileges at the 

discretion of the Library Director or their designee. 

The Children’s Room of the Library is intended for use by children and their parents and caregivers. Out 

of concern for the safety of our young patrons, the Library reserves the right for staff to ask adults not 

requiring immediate access to children’s materials to relocate to another area of the Library. 

Parents and guardians must be aware of the Library’s hours of operation and make suitable arrangements 

to meet and/or transport their children. If a child 15 years or younger is unaccompanied in the Library 



near closing time, every effort will be made to assist in calling their parent or guardian. If at closing time 

the child is still unattended or if a child’s ride home has not materialized, Library staff will wait with the 

child for 30 minutes before the police or government agencies are notified. 

Occasionally the Library may need to close without advance notice due to an emergency. Reasonable 

efforts may be undertaken by Library staff to ascertain the whereabouts of the parent or guardian of 

unattended children. Library staff may seek intervention by police or other agencies if the parent/guardian 

is not present in the Library and cannot be contacted by phone. 

In addition, the Library expects parents and caregivers to keep sick children at home and not bring them 

to the Library, especially during children’s programming when illness may easily be spread to other 

children. If a parent or guardian has determined that their child is too sick to attend school, then the child 

is also likely too sick to be at the library. 

 


